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EXCERPTS FROM EDITORIAL NOTES

Influetua.-Epidemic influenza has reached the Pacific
Coast in its pandemic progress from eastern Europe around
the world. It is doubtless the same disease which appeared
in pandemic form in 1889-1890, and, previous to that, at
more or less regular periods for many centuries. Its specific
cause is unknown, although the name "influenza bacillus"
was attached by Pfeiffer in 1892 to a certain organism
found in the nasal and bronchial secretions. This bacillus is
found in only a minority of cases in the present epi-
demic.

Epidemic influenza, to use the Italian term, or la grippe,
after the French, is characterized now as previously, by the
extraordinary speed of its spread, this being, however, no
more rapid than means of human conveyance, and by the
high percentage of the population attacked.... Previous
epidemics have attacked as high as 40 per cent of the popu-
lation. Thus far, from 10 to 15 per cent of the cases have
been complicated with pneumonia, to which most of the
fatalities are due. Approximately one-third of the pneumo-
nias prove fatal, although there is reason for believing that
this mortality will be lower in California....

The Psychopathic Hospital Idea.-One of the institutions
badly needed by California, and especially by the community
in and about San Francisco, is a Psychopathic Hospital, and
the medical profession as a whole should interest itself in
the effort now being made to obtain such....
However, the time has long since passed when it is neces-

sary to enumerate arguments in favor of a Psychopathic
Hospital. That one is an absolute necessity, is a truism.
At present the only argumeent against its immediate erec-
tion is the expense. Surely, a rich, self-conscious State like
California will not lag behind and allow this need to con-
tinue unmet. The thousands of dollars now spent by courts,
social agencies, schools, charitable organizations and hos-
pitals in trying to solve these problems of the psychopathic
individuals would more than build and maintain a Psycho-
pathic Hospital.

Newspapers anzd the Doctor.-How the average news-
paper does enjoy poking fun at the doctor! And how often
it slurs him and his work, and, by innuendo and unrefuted
misstatement, allows him to suffer injustice! Such, doubt-
less, is to be expected, and as a general thing arouses only
amusement at the expense of the newspaper....

The Communal Kitchen.-Pressure of food conditions
due to the war has led to widespread employment of com-
munal kitchens in European countries. England has this
year established national kitchens, under the Director of the
Communal Kitchens Section of the Ministry of Food. Late
in March [1918] there were in that country 250 kitchens
with the probability that inside of two months the number
would increase to 1,000. ...

Flight Surgeons.-For the care and conditioning of fliers
in the air service, the Government is now [1918] appointing
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some twenty-five years ago. It is hoped that such presen-
tation will be of interest to both old and new members.
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Board Proceedings
At the meeting of the Board of Medical Examiners held

at 1020 N Street, Sacramento, October 18 to 21, 1943, fifty-
two candidates presented themselves for written examina-
tion, fifty of whom were physicians and surgeons, one drug-
less practitioner, and one midwife.

This being the annual meeting of the Board, election of
officers was held. The new officers are as follows: Dr.
George Thomason of Los Angeles, President; Dr. Alvin
E. Cerf of San Francisco, Vice-President; Dr. Frederick
N. Scatena of Sacramento, Secretary-Treasurer.

There will be an additional written examination held at
Native Sons Hall, San Francisco, November 16 to 18, 1943,
as well as an oral examination, which will be held at the
Board office, 515 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco.

Upon petitions for restoration of certificate, the Board
acted favorably in the following instances:
Howard Doane Mayers, M. D., on October 19 was

placed on probation for a period of five years with specified
terms.

Alfred Edward Meyers, M. D., on October 19 was placed
on probation for a period of five years with specified terms.

Milton Francis Novotny, M. D., on October 19 was placed
on probation for a period of five years with specified terms.
David Andrew Stevens, M. D., on October 19 was placed

on probation for a period of five years.

News
"Governor Earl Warren today appointed Dr. Frank W.

Otto of Los Angeles as a member of the State Board of
Medical Examiners, succeeding Dr. Charles B. Pinkham
of San Francisco, resigned after thirty years of State serv-
ice, most of it as secretary-treasurer of the Board. Governor
Warren revealed he has had Dr. Pinkham's resignation
since February. Dr. Pinkham, withdrawing from the Board
at the compulsory retirement age of 70 years for salaried
officials, said he feels the need of a rest after three decades
of work as the executive member of the medical profession's
regulatory agency. The Governor sent Dr. Pinkham a
letter expressing 'the gratitude of the people of our State
for your long, honorable and distinguished service.' . . .

Dr. Otto, 50, was graduated from the University of South-
ern California Medical School in 1921. He is the senior
attending physician of the Los Angeles County General
Hospital, a Fellow of the American College of Physicians,
Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine at the University
of Southern California, past president of the university's
alumni association, and a member of the Council of the
Los Angeles Medical Association. (Sacramento Bee,
October 6, 1943.)

"Dr. Ralph C. Lewis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry W.
Lewis of Santa Ana, medical missionary to China, is ex-
pected to be among the exchaiage prisoners aboard the
Gripsholmn when it returns from its mission of taking 1,300
Japanese nationals back to their homeland, it is disclosed
here. Actual exchange of the prisoners, according to
word from the State Department to Dr. Lewis' parents, will
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